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Birmingham Public Library 2018 Staff Day Highlights

On Thursday, October 18, 2018, all Birmingham Public Library locations were closed as
our nearly 300 employees gathered at the Central Library for Staff Day. BPL is committed
to staff growth and development, providing staff with "the opportunity to take formal
academic courses and job-related meetings and training that helps prepare them for new
opportunities and enhances their job skills."
Staff development and training is a year-long commitment at BPL. From sending
employees to national conferences such as the American Library Association to local
leadership and management courses at the Personnel Board of Jefferson County, BPL
makes giving employees the job skills needed to better serve our patrons a top priority
as our 19 libraries strive at "Putting People First." Read More

Staff Day provided a well-rounded range of workshops and speakers including (clockwise
from top left): Stephen Black, founder of Impact Alabama, talked about the valuable role
libraries play in society. His organization hosts free tax clinics for the low-income at three
BPL locations every year; Anthony Sparks, a Birmingham development coach, inspired
BPL employees in his message, “Your Piece Is Important,” which talked about how every
piece of the puzzle—employees—matters; Birmingham artist Cherie Hunt taught 30
participants how to tap into their artistic side by presenting Palette Party, her popular art
program that has been held at several BPL locations the past several years; Melva Tate,
a Birmingham human resources consultant, talked about the importance of having a
workplace that values diversity and inclusion regardless of employees’ race, gender, or
sexual orientation; September Reed taught a workshop on the art of henna tattoos;
James Gibbs, fitness center administrator for the City of Birmingham, shared tips on
how exercise and eating right can lower blood pressure and help prevent diseases such as
diabetes.

BPL 2018 Staff Awards
Birmingham Public Library Executive Director Floyd Council awarded the inaugural BPL
Staff Awards to several employees, as well as Best All Around Library and Best Branded
Program of the Year during Staff Day. The honors were presented to BPL employees who
go above and beyond in serving the public, as well as the best community program and
best library locations. Read More

Upcoming Events & Closures
Everyone with Diabetes Counts
October 25, 10:00 a.m., Powderly Branch Library
Magic City Classic
October 26, Smithfield Branch Library closing at 1:00 p.m.; October 27, Smithfield
Library closed all day
AARP Technology Workshop
October 27, 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m., West End Branch Library
Church Records and Histories for the Genealogist
October 28, 2:30 p.m., Central Library
Mardi Gras, Masks, Murder Mystery
October 31, 10:30 a.m., Five Points West Regional Branch Library
Mindful Yoga
November 2, 10:00 a.m., Powderly Branch Library
Bards & Brews
November 2, 6:30 p.m., Location TBA
Hooking & Stitches
November 4, 3:30 p.m., Central Library
Tech Tuesday
November 6, 2:00 p.m., Smithfield Branch Library
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