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A Wrinkle in Time - Madeleine L’Engle

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor

Meg Murray, her little brother Charles Wallace, and their mother are having a midnight
snack on a dark and stormy night when an unearthly stranger appears at their door. He
claims to have been blown off course and goes on to tell them that there is such a thing as a
"tesseract," which, if you did not know, is a wrinkle in time. Meg's father had been
experimenting with time-travel when he suddenly disappeared.

Why is the land so important to Cassie's family? It takes the events of one turbulent year—the
year of the nightriders and the burnings, the year a white girl humiliates Cassie in public simply
because she is black—to show Cassie that having a place of their own is the Logan family's
lifeblood. It is the land that gives the Logans their courage and pride—no matter how others may
degrade them, the Logans possess something no one can take away.

The Giver – Lois Lowry
Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear of pain. There
are no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the community. December is the time of
the annual Ceremony at which each twelve-year-old receives a life assignment determined
by the Elders. Jonas watches his friend Fiona named Caretaker of the Old and his cheerful
pal Asher labeled the Assistant Director of Recreation. But Jonas has been chosen for
something special. When his selection leads him to an unnamed man — the man called
only the Giver — he begins to sense the dark
secrets
English
9 that underlie the fragile perfection of
his world.

War of the Worlds – H.G. Wells
These unearthly creatures arrive in huge cylinders, from which they escape as soon as the metal is
cool. The first falls near Woking and is regarded as a curiosity rather than a danger until the
Martians climb out of it and kill many of the gaping crowd with a Heat-Ray. These unearthly
creatures have heads four feet in diameter and colossal round bodies, and by manipulating two
terrifying machines – the Handling Machine and the Fighting Machine – they are as versatile as
humans and at the same time insuperable. They cause boundless destruction. The inhabitants of
the Earth are powerless against them, and it looks as if the end of the World has come.

.

NONFICTION

NONFICTION

Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad – Ann Petry

Brown Girl Dreaming – Jacqueline Woodson

Born a slave, Harriet Tubman dreamed of freedom. And through hard work and her
willingness to risk everything-including her life-she was able to make that dream come
true. However, after making her escape, Harriet realized that her own freedom was not
enough. So she became a conductor on the Underground Railroad, and devoted her life to
helping others make the journey out of bondage. An invisible threat to plantation owners,
she served as a symbol of strength and inspiration for her people. She was the legendary
"Moses," delivering hundreds from the desert of slavery.

Jacqueline Woodson, one of today's finest writers, tells the moving story of her childhood in
mesmerizing verse. Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home
in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in
the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the
Civil Rights movement.

The Great Fire – Jim Murphy

A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about a girl in Sudan in
2008 and a boy in Sudan in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’
walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of
the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their
families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed
rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to
intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way.

The Great Fire of 1871 was one of most colossal disasters in American history. Overnight,
the flourishing city of Chicago was transformed into a smoldering wasteland. The damage
was so profound that few people believed the city could ever rise again.

A Long Walk to Water – Linda Sue Park
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Esperanza Rising – Pam Munoz Ryan
Esperanza thought she would always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she would
always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces
Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp
for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza is not ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack
of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to
rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it..

Lord of the Flies – William Golding
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of
schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate; this far
from civilization the boys can do anything they want. Anything. They attempt to forge their own
society, failing, however, in the face of terror, sin and evil. And as order collapses, as strange
howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far from reality
as the hope of being rescued.

NONFICTION
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks - Rebecca Skloot
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern
tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without
her knowledge—became one of the most important tools in medicine. The first “immortal”
human cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has been dead for more than
sixty years.

Up from Slavery – Booker T Washington and Ishmael Reed
An autobiography of Booker T. Washington's life and work, which has been the source of
inspiration for all Americans. Washington reveals his inner most thoughts as he transitions from
ex-slave to teacher and founder of one of the most important schools for African Americans in
the south, The Tuskegee Industrial Institute.
The Lynching of Louie Sam – Elizabeth Stewart
Fifteen-year-old George Gillies lives in the Washington Territory in the late 1800s, where white
settlers have an uneasy relationship with the indigenous people living there. When a local man is
found murdered, suspicion falls on Louie Sam, a young member of the Stó:lō tribe. George and
his best friend, Pete, follow a lynch mob north into Canada, where the terrified boy is seized and
hung.

