
Workshop Series at the Birmingham Public Library 
 
 

The Southern History Department of the Birmingham Public Library is offering a series of classes called 
Beyond the Basics of Genealogy (BtB).  These workshops will cover various topics of genealogical  
research and will be held at the Birmingham Public Library (BPL).  Each workshop will last  
approximately one hour and are held on Saturdays.  Classes will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the Arrington 
Auditorium of the Central Library. 
 

The subjects being taught and dates are as follows: 
Piles of Paper and Digital Dilemmas: Organizing Your Genealogy Research – February 28  
Is your genealogy research out of control with piles of paper and scattered files on your computer?  If 
you answered yes, come learn about different methods of organization and techniques for both paper 
and digital files and set yourself up for organizational success.   
 
“All Your Base Are Belong to Us": Getting the Best from BPL's Databases − April 25  
How to find genealogical information in BPL's databases---just click on the genealogy tab, right? That's 
one way, but you can often find useful family history material in locations you didn't expect. Come and 
explore how to mine our databases for assistance with your research. Discover interactive maps, online 
photo and document collections, and more! 
 
Census and Sensibility: Using and Interpreting U.S. Census Records – June 13  
First taken in 1790, the U.S. census is probably a genealogist's most-used resource.  Beginners and  
experts alike use the federal census as the starting point for their research.  Learn the ins and outs of 
the census, how it’s changed from year to year (and why it matters), and how to interpret your ancestors’ 
responses. 
 
What Time is it?  Putting Your Ancestors in Historical Context – August 29  
Travel through time with your ancestors to find what their lives may have been like and discover  
untapped sources. Locate contemporaries of your ancestor to determine what people and events  
defined their time.  Plot creative timelines that can open new research possibilities, solve mysteries, and 
bring your ancestors to life! 
 
The Ties That Bind: Connecting to Your Alabama Slave and Slaveholder Ancestors −October 17  
A number of readily available sources from 1860 to 1870 may enable you to find and to follow your slave 
and slaveholder ancestors within that critical period of transition.  Knowing the best way to build a bridge 
to that era and how to utilize and assess its records will greatly increase your chances for success in this 
research. 
 

Workshops are free of charge, but registration is requested.  To register, contact the Southern History 
Department of the Birmingham Public Library at 205-226-3665 or askgenlocal@bham.lib.al.us.   


